
(Editor's Note: If you have a clinical or practice management Pearl to share with 
your colleagues, send it to JCO, 1828 Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80302. Appropriate 
illustrations are welcome; a photograph of the author and a copyright transfer 
form are required prior to publication.) 

Controlling 
Sandblasting Debris 

One of the most useful devices 
to be introduced in recent 

years is the Microetcher. * Un
fortunately, the flying debris 
produced by this machine can 
create quite a mess in the labora
tory. The problem can be solved 
by using the sandblasting cham
ber supplied by the ·same manu
facturer, but the chamber costs 
more than the Microetcher itself. 

I have developed an inex
pensive alternative method to 
control microetching debris. 
First, put on a rubber glove. 
Grasp the object to be sandblast
ed in the gloved hand with a 
bracket holder. With the other 
hand, slip a plastic sandwich bag 
over the gloved hand and brack
et holder. Roll back the cuff of 
the glove over the open end of 
the plastic bag to seal the 
"chamber". Poke a hole in the 
plastic bag with the tip of the 
Microetcher, and sandblast the 
object as necessary. 

The residue will be trapped 
inside the bag and can even be 
reclaimed if desired. When fin
ished, discard the used glove and 
bag. 

*Trademark of Danville Engineering, 1901 
San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon, CA 
94583. 
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