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Use of a Floss Threader with
Elastomeric Ligature Thread

Elastomeric auxiliaries are often difficult to
attach to impacted cuspids that are being
moved into the arch. After surgery, a wire liga-
ture or multiple eyelet chain*! extending from a
bonded button or eyelet may be all that is visible
amid the swollen, edematous gingival tissue.

A floss threader** can be used to pass an
elastic thread through chain auxiliaries, provid-
ing more flexibility than a dental explorer. The
technique is as follows:
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1. Using a forefinger and thumb, sweep a slight
curve into the floss threader.

2. Gently guide the floss threader through the
eyelet bonded to the impacted tooth, displacing
soft tissue as necessary (A).

3. Pass the elastomeric ligature through the pos-
terior end of the threader. Slowly slide both
through the bonded eyelet (B).

4. Secure the thread in the desired location (C).

*No. 224-012 traction hook with chain, TP Orthodontics, Inc., 100
Center Plaza, LaPorte, IN 46350.

**EEZ-Thru Floss Threader, John O. Butler Co., 4635 W. Foster
Ave., Chicago, IL 60630.
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