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As Dr. David MacDonald states 
in his preface, “The purpose 

of this textbook is to guide diag-
nosticians of all skill levels in 
generating a diagnosis of lesions 
affecting the face and jaws.” This 
goal is thoroughly accomplished 
in 18 chapters divided across four 
major subject areas.

Part 1 concisely introduces 

the basic concepts and myriad 
factors involved in radiographic 
interpretation and diagnosis, with 
comparisons of the advantages 
and disadvantages of various imag-
ing modalities. Part 2 is devoted 
to the principles of five advanced 
imaging modalities: helical com-
puted tomography, cone-beam 
computed tomography, magnetic 
resonance imaging, positron emis-
sion tomography, and ultrasound. 
Part 3 describes the radiological 
pathology of the jaws, Part 4 the 
extragnathic head and neck re -
gions. All chapters include high-
quality illustrations with concise, 
readable legends, along with 
excellent decision-making flow 
charts to help guide the reader 
through the interpretive process. 
Each topic is well referenced with 
current evidence-based studies 
and epidemiological data that can 
be useful in identifying radio-
graphic le  sions and developing 

differential diagnoses.
Although the material is 

well presented, most of the diag-
nostic illustrations are from heli-
cal computed tomography and 
magnetic resonance imaging, per-
haps because of availability is -
sues. Clinicians who prefer cone- 
beam computed tomography have 
only a few examples to use in the 
interpretation of head and neck 
lesions and the correlation of 
cone-beam images with similar 
anatomical areas as seen in heli-
cal computed tomography and 
magnetic resonance imaging. 
Therefore, this textbook would 
seem best utilized as a reference 
by those who routinely practice 
interpretive and diagnostic oral 
maxillofacial radiology, or by cli-
nicians who practice in medical 
environments where advanced 
imaging is employed.
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Starting a new practice is one 
of the most complex decisions 

any dentist will ever have to make. 
Although there are many factors 
that must be well thought out and 
carefully planned, most dental 
programs don’t cover the estab-
lishment of a private office until 
the last semester of the graduation 
year, leaving many new graduates 
without comprehensive agendas.

This handbook helps fill 
that gap by offering a step-by-step 
guide to opening a practice. 
Topics include business plans, 

logo development, selection of 
location, incorporation, office 
layout, leases, equipment, staff-
ing, and other essential topics. 
Numerous exercises are provided 
in which the reader can write 
down ideas and strategies, so that 
nothing critical is overlooked. 
The book’s 6.2" × 4.2" size makes 
it convenient as both a reference 
guide and a notepad. In short, this 
is a convenient and thoughtful 
manual for all new dental practi-
tioners.
JAMES MAH, DDS, MS, DMS
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