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This book presents a compre-
hensive analysis of the prob-

lem of impacted teeth, particularly
canines, from both an orthodontic
and a surgical perspective. The
graphic design and color pho-
tographs are excellent. In addi-
tion, various clinicians have
contributed a vast number of
photo graphs to illustrate different

phases of treatment. Images from
the atlas Development of the
Human Dentition were used in the
chapter on diagnosis, courtesy of
Dr. F.P.G.M. Van der Linden.

In the first chapter, which
describes the intraosseous erup-
tive pathways of the maxillary
incisors and canines, the authors
point out the relationship of mal-
positioned tooth buds to the
anatomic structures. The second
chapter places little emphasis on
the clinical examination, attach-
ing much more importance to the
radiographic assessment of impact-
ed teeth. While the discussion of
two-dimensional imaging tech-
niques is exhaustive, the descrip-
tion of three-dimensional imaging
is less thorough, omitting such
new technologies as cone-beam
volumetric computed tomography.

In Chapter 3, the authors
cover various preventive strate-
gies. A deeper analysis and
description of case types would
have helped the reader understand
when to apply a particular strate-
gy and which sequence to follow
in interceptive treatment.

The final four chapters will
be particularly interesting to clin-

icians. Chapter 4 briefly describes
the stages of orthodontic treat-
ment of impacted teeth, from a
bonding protocol to examples of
common appliances and forces to
clinical tips. Surgical approaches
are also presented in general form,
but without clear guidelines as to
their clinical indications.

In Chapters 5 and 6, through
a series of cases, a more detailed
description is given of the clinical
and radiographic examination and
the orthodontic and surgical treat-
ment plan for palatally and buc-
cally impacted maxillary canines.
Surgical exposure of impacted
canines is addressed, with the focus
more on technique and flap design
than on risks and complications.
The final chapter is a brief review
of impacted mandibular canines.

This text achieves its aim
as a comprehensive work on the
successful treatment of impacted
teeth. It can be recommended
not only for dental and ortho-
dontic students, but also for ex -
perienced clinicians, because of
its practical information and
advice and its rich collection of
illustrations.
SUSANNA BOTTICELLI, DDS
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