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Dr. Van der Linden has been a
major contributor to the or-

thodontic literature for the better
part of a half-century. A prolific
author, he has published more
than 180 peer-reviewed papers
and a series of six textbooks on
orthodontics and dentofacial or-
thopedics. As noted on the back

cover of his current book, he has
always had an interest in incor-
porating basic research into clin-
ical practice. But while his previ-
ous books have reflected a heavy
emphasis on craniofacial growth
theory, Orthodontic Concepts
and Strategies focuses on practi-
cal clinical applications.

The 18 chapters cover all
the routine areas of orthodontic
treatment, as well as such vexing
problems as impacted cuspids,
asymmetries, open bites, and
“non-occlusions”. I particularly
appreciated the discussion of the
“Validity of Facial Orthopedics”,
which Dr. Van der Linden ad-
dresses in a straightforward, no-
nonsense manner. After a thor-
ough review of the pertinent lit-
erature, the author concludes that
“although facial orthopedics
may not have a permanent effect,
it facilitates the attainment of a
good occlusion and, when used
at an early age, provides several
other benefits: functional condi-
tions can be improved early, lip
closure is stimulated, and the risk
for fractures of maxillary in-

cisors is reduced.”
This kind of authoritative

pragmatism permeates the book.
To my mind, however, the book’s
strongest aspect is its copious il-
lustrations, most of which could
be described as works of art.
Like the drawings in the author’s
earlier works on the development
of the dentition, the illustrations
in the first chapter, dealing with
complications during the transi-
tional dentition, are especially
informative. Both reflected and
direct views provide the reader
with a three-dimensional per-
spective on the eruptive paths of
the permanent teeth.

Overall, this is a remark-
able text. It provides the reader
not only with a solid theoretical
underpinning for evidence-based
clinical decision making, but
also with precise mechanisms, in
both words and pictures, for im-
plementing those decisions.
Strongly recommended for any-
one involved in clinical ortho-
dontics.
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