
When plaster casts are used
for table clinics, case pre-

sentations, or other demonstra-
tions, there is always a possibil-
ity that they can be dropped,
breaking some of the teeth, or
unintentionally rearranged. I
have found a way to keep casts
on the table by implanting mag-
nets in their bases.

Small magnets made of
samarium cobalt or neodymium
iron boron can be used. To pre-
vent corrosion, cover each mag-
net with a sheet of polyvinyl
chloride in a vacuum-forming
machine. Make a hole for the
magnet in the base of the cast
(A), then insert the magnet, and
plaster over the hole. The patient
identification label can be added
to cover the repair site (B).

To prepare the table, affix
some self-adhesive double-sided
stickers in the locations for the
demonstration casts. Cut thin
stainless steel bases to the size
of the plaster cast bases, and
stick these to the table with the
adhesive (C). Set the casts over
the stainless steel bases so that
the magnets hold them in place
(D). The same procedure can be
followed to place the casts in an
occlusal view (E,F).
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(Editor’s Note: If you have a clinical or practice management Pearl to share with
your colleagues, send it to JCO, 1828 Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80302. Appropriate
illustrations are welcome; a photograph of the author and a copyright transfer
form are required prior to publication.)
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